Cep

City of Salinas

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR » 200 Lincoln Avenue » Salinas California 93901 « {831) 758-7201 » fax (831} 7058-736B

The Honorable Jim Beall
15% SenatedDistrict

State Capfitol, Room 5066
Sacrampento, CA 95814

RE: Suppott for SB 1 (Beall)

Dear Senatosr Beall:

On behalf of the City of Salinas, I am writing in strong support of your SB 1 and to thank you for
your continued perseverance and leadership in trying to addtess California’s tremendous
transportation infrastructure needs and keep our economy moving. Your work to continue to refine
a transpottation funding and treform proposal that takes elements of yout concepts, Republican ideas
on revenues and reforms, aspects of the Governor’s transpottation plan, and responds to input from
your colleagues and stakeholders is ctitical to develop a comprehensive and robust bi-partisan solution.

SB 1 would provide much-needed new statewide investmeat to maintain and improve local streets
and roads and state highways, ensure existing revenues meant for transportation projects are redirected
to transpottation, and implement a number of teforms to improve project delivery while stll
protecting the environment.

SB 1 would result in approximately $2.4 billion in returned existing and new on-going revenue at full
implementation of the package for multi-modal investments into the local street and road system. The
bill includes as eligible projects road maintenance and rehabilitation, safety projects, railroad grade
separations, and complete sireet components—including active transpottation, pedestrian and bike
safety projects, and transit facilifes — and drainage and stormwater capture projects built in
conjunction with any other allowable project. Funding from the bill could also be used as matching
funds for state and federal funding programs.

Qutside of the revenue provisions, SB 1 includes strong accountability measures, including a local
maintenance of effort requirement and project-level reporting to the California Transportation
Commission. In terms of local project streamlining, the bill would expand an existing CEQA
exemption available to small cities and counties for maintenance, rehabilitation and safety projects in
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the existing right-of-way to all local jurisdictions and the state, and create a transpostation advanced
mitigation program.

Locally this funding would have significant benefit to the City of Salinas in meeting cur $300 million
backlog in road repairs and improvements that support our agricultural industry and the jobs produced
that benefit the citizens of Salinas. Other improvements to Highway 101 through Salinas, our primary
connector to all of California are also needed to ensure our ongoing economic vitality.

As you know, local governments have identfied ten-year unmet needs of §73 billion on the local
stzeets and roads system mn addition to $59 billion in deferred maintenance on the state highway
system. As roads deteriorate, they become increasingly expensive to repait. In fact, rebuilding a road
completely can cost as much as twenty times more than routine maintenance that would have extended
the service life of the same infrastructure. As such, research by CSAC, the League of California Cities
and California’s regional transportation agencies shows that failure to invest additional funds toward
local system maintenance today will only increase maintenance needs in the future (the backlog will
grow by $11 billion in just five years and $21 billion in a decade). SB 1 will make investments significant
eniough to improve California’s local streets and roads, and reduce future burdens on taxpayers.

Investing in our roads and highways, active transportation facilities, transit and key freight corridors
through targeted and balanced increases in revenue will improve California’s transportation facilifies
today, and save taxpayers money for the upkeep of this infrastructure tomorrow—not to mention the
savings individual drivers will realize from smoother and safer roads that reduce wear and tear on

vehicles,

We look forward to working with you and legislative leadership and the Administration on their
promise to successfully advance a meaningful transportation reform and funding package eatly in the
2017 legislative session.

Sincerely,
T

— — _————

o g -

Joe Gunter
Mayor
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cc: The Honorable Bill Monning, 17™ Senate District, State Capitol, Room 313 Sacramento,

CA 95814
The Honorable Anthony Cannella, 12® Semate District, State Capitol. Room 5082,
Sacramento, CA 95814 :
The Honorable Anna Caballero, 30™ Assembly District, State Capitol, Post Office Box
942849, Sacramento, CA 94249-0030
The Honorable Matk Stone, 29% Assembly District, State Capitol, Post Office Box 942849,
Sacramento, CA 94249-0029

V/Salinas City Council, City Manager, Department Directors, 200 Lincoln Avenue, Salinas, CA
93901
John E. Arniaga, JEA & Associates, 770 L Street, Suite 1030, Sacramento, CA 95814



